SUNDAYS IN
FEBRUARY
February 5
Epiphany 5

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 10:00 Cross+ Wired
Service

X 12:30 Youth

February 12

Epiphany 6

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 9:45 Sunday School

X 5:00 Moravian Service

X 5:00 Youth Show

February 19

Transfiguration of Our

Lord

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 9:45 Sunday School

X 5:00 Cross+ Wired
Service

February 26

Lent 1

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 9:45 Sunday School

X 5:00 Youth Show Snow
Date

REMARKS

FEBRUARY 2012

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Asheville, NC

SPOTLIGHT ON...
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The Youth Ministry Team is a Standing Committee as stated in St.
Mark’s Constitution. The By-Laws state that “The Youth Ministry
Team shall lead the congregation in coordinating the activities of
the youth program. It shall assist in providing, scheduling, and
implementing a regular calendar of events and activities to
further enhance the spiritual growth and fellowship of the
Church’s youth.”

The Youth Ministry Team, led by Pastor Webb and assisted by
Jessica Gibson and youth parents, is actively involved in planning
and preparing for the following:

x The Annual Youth Show

x Retreats and outings such as the Winter Celebration gathering
sponsored by the Virginia Synod, ski trips, beach trips, lock-
ins, ropes courses, spelunking, bowling, etc.

x Participation in the triennial ELCA National Youth Gathering

x The Annual Oktoberfest and Youth Auction

x Congregational and community service projects such as
stream clean-up, food collection for Souper

Bowl of Caring, CROP Walk, summer mission AN f,)'a .
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All those interested in helping out with any youth °C%®~\\ \
activities are welcome and should contact either Y °°5__§\"
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Pastor Webb or Jessica Gibson. ARE
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Next month’s team highlight will be Christian
Action.
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2012 YOUTH SHOW
Masterpiece Theater: A Night of Drama,
Mystery and Intrigue

Sunday, February 12
Doors open at 5:00pm
Dinner served at 5:30pm
Show begins at 6:30pm

The youth are re-writing some of our favorite stories with new twists for a night you won’t want
to miss! Please make your dinner reservation by using the Sunday bulletin Tear & Share or by
calling the church office.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

On February 5th, youth groups across the country will be participating in
the Souper Bowl of Caring event to fight hunger and poverty in their own
communities. St. Mark’s youth will be collecting food and monetary
donations for ABCCM. Any money we collect will be matched by Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans.

In 2011, more than 260,000 youth across the country participated, collecting more than $9.5
million in money and food for local hunger relief charities. Let’s help make a difference in our
community and be a part of tackling hunger across the nation!

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

The youth will be sponsoring a Shrove (Fat) Tuesday Pancake Supper on
Tuesday, February 21 at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. A freewill offering
will be gathered for the youth trip fund, with proceeds specifically helping
SHRO‘IE to pay for the trip to the National Youth Gathering this summer in New

Orleans. So, come celebrate Fat Tuesday with a few pancakes and a bite
TUESDAY of traditional Mardi Gras King Cake as we start to build excitement for this

once in a lifetime experience for the 10 youth headed to New Orleans in
July! Please make your reservation for the supper by using the Tear & Share in the Sunday
bulletins.

NEW YOUTH BULLETIN BOARD

Be sure to check out the new bulletin board (downstairs next to the Sign Up Central bulletin
board) for upcoming events for the Re: Markable Youth of St. Mark’s!



COUNCIL CORNER

Hello from your Congregation Council. Our
January meeting was filled with preparations
for the New Year. We elected new officers and
they are much the same as last year with one
change. Roseanne Doane will be our secre-
tary, Ed Hauser, Vice President and Nathan
Mueller, President. Tim Owen who has been
the treasurer for some time will be stepping
down after a transitional period to help Walter
Hitch learn the role. We are very happy to
welcome Walter and his gifts and talents to
Council.

Highlights from the January meeting:

The Columbarium Board informed the Council
that Mary Jo Eskritt is stepping down after 6
years of service. Connie Chaplin was ap-
proved as a new member of the board. A big
thank you to Mary Jo for her service and wel-
come to Connie.

Christian Action announced the next week of
Room at the Inn. Volunteers will be needed
for the week of Feb. 5-12 to assist with the
women who take part in this program. Watch
Sign Up Central for opportunities to help.
Christian Action also announced along with
the Thrivent Congregational Team that there
will be a Thrivent Builds House for 2012. Con-
struction with our partner, Habitat for Hu-
manity, will begin in March.

Worship and Music, Evangelism and the Con-
temporary Worship Teams have gotten to-
gether to work on publicizing the

Cross+ Wired services. In addition to local ad-
vertising efforts, there will be a Cross+ Wired
service on Sunday morning, February 5. It is
scheduled between the regular 8:30 and
1lam services to give everyone an opportu-
nity to see what Cross+ Wired is about. There
will not be Sunday school that morning so all
are invited and encouraged to experience this
contemporary worship service.

The Personnel Committee has completed the
necessary forms to start the staff perform-
ance reviews. A big thank you to that team
for their commitment to completing the job
descriptions and review forms so our staff can
grow in their roles at St. Mark's.

The Pastoral Evaluation Team is also working

on reviewing the pastors. Pastor Webb's is
complete and we are currently working with
Pastor Seth. The evaluation team has identi-
fied areas of strength along with areas of
needed growth in order to improve communi-
cation and service to both staff and members
of St. Mark's.

Council Retreat Planning is underway. The
2012 Council will gather on February 10-11 to
help new members get acclimated and dis-
cuss plans and goals for 2012.

As always, if you ever have any questions,
concerns or ideas for St. Mark's, please don't
hesitate to talk with any member of Council.
Keep an eye on the activity boards, Sign Up
Central and the bulletin for upcoming events.
Respectfully submitted,
Nathan Mueller
Council President

PARISH RECORDS
JANUARY 2011

GAINS:
By baptism—Isaac Lee Muse, son of David &
Cindy Muse, January 22

FINANCIAL REPORT
DECEMBER 2011

Operating Fund December YTD

Income budgeted $34,910 $418,916
Actual received $63,363 $407,853
Expenditures $32,406 $397,871
Difference (Income minus Expense)

$30,957 $ 9,982
Building Fund December
Gifts received $ 7,932
Amount needed $ 3,538
Difference $ 4,394

Loan balance 12/31/11: $461,366

Emergency Capital Campaign Fund
Gifts received December YTD
$700 $27,265




To my entire St. Mark's Family,
We are absolutely overwhelmed &
by all of the love and support T%gu
you have shown us while going
through the Habitat for
Humanity process. Your financial support,
labor support, emotional support, and prayer
support are the reasons we have been able to
move into a home of our own. We loved that
so many folks came to the open house to
check it out. | wish my dad had been there
with us to celebrate, because | miss him
everyday, but Wolfie and | feel that we have
been taken under the wing of our St. Mark’s
family and that really means a lot! We cannot
say it enough, "Thank you, thank you, thank
you!" God is great and we are truly blessed!
God® peace and blessings to all of you ~
Debbie and Wolfie Layne

St. Mark’s Lutheran:
Thank you all so very much for the books you
donated for the children last month.
Christmas time is very difficult for these
women and children and your donation really
helped to brighten the days for them! Again,
thank you.
Blessings,
ABCCM Steadfast House

A Big Thank You
Thanks to all the people who helped at
Christmas time with the Room In The Inn
week and the gift bags for the women and
children at Steadfast House. This includes our
van drivers, cooks, overnight chaperones and
scarf makers. All of your help was greatly
appreciated by the ladies and by your
Christian Action Team.

Our next time to help with the Room In The
Inn is the week of February 5. Please check
the Sign Up Central bulletin board to see how
you can help.

Vickie Hauser

Dear Greeters,
Many, many thanks for serving as part of this
important ministry of St. Mark’s! You make
my part so much easier when you agree to
serve and help me to plan for six months at a
time. Now, let’s all continue to make St.
Mark’s “The Welcoming Place.”

Harriet
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3 Chuck Kopp

6 Andrew Badger

7 William Patton
Megan Smith

8 Evan Kelling
George Miseyko
Carolyn Otto

9 Lisa Hash
Scott Hausman

10 Jason Noel
Megan Waldkoetter

12 Lauren Kittel

14 Philip Otterness

19 Connie Chaplin
Bill Hygon

20 John Loncosky

22 Nicholas Dudde

24 Ella Kopp
Melissa Kopp Logan
Karen Puthoff

26 Dave Epley
Sheila Ray

27 Heather Hefner
Gene Makela
Summer Noel

28 Melissa Efird

F druay A mastes
4 Bud & Connie Koiner
Jason & Thera Powell

18 Karl & Heather Smithson
Al & Sharon Tenty
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v If your birthday or anniversary has not v
appeared in the newsletter and you v
would like it to be included, please call

the church office.
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MUSIC CDs AVAILABLE

For anyone who would like to purchase a CD
of pianist David Troy Francis, you can e-mail
him at: pianoman9000@me.com or go to his
website: www.barbarianrecords.com. David
gave a piano concert at St. Mark's in August
2011 and also played on Christmas Eve at the
7 and 11 pm worship services.
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WOMEN'SBIBLE STUDY

The Sunday Night Women's Bible Study is
excited to invite you to join us in studying
Beth Moore's book, So Long, Insecurity Group
Experience. This book provides an in-depth
look at what the Bible has to say about
image, society, relationships, and our innate
longing for soul-deep security.

We meet every other Sunday at 7:00 at
different homes and enjoy fellowship as we
grow closer to one another and deeper in our
faith. We will begin this book on February 5™,
If you are interested, or if you just have
questions, please feel free to contact Joan
Galvin at 239-0258, or by e-mail at
jgalvinster@gmail.com. We hope to see you
on the 5

NEW MEMBER CLASSES

Our next series of Friends of St. Mark's new
member classes will begin April 15. Anyone
interested in learning more about the
Lutheran Church and St. Mark's in particular
is encouraged to attend this series of 5
classes. Please call the church office or speak
to one of the pastors if you're interested in
participating.

M(homebound members) Polly
Book, James Chapman, Herman &
Edna Cole, Irene Houg, Betty
Johnson, Ruth Johnson, Catheryn
Kennerly, Jane Maloy, Peggy

PLEASE REMEMBER Mccanless’ DorOthy MCKeeI’

mese rrienos N Mildred Miller, Marjorie Rector,
PRAYER June Starr, Pearl Tompkins, Edith
Wilde, John Zeigler

(ill/recovering) Bill Badger, Linda Lee
Cosaboom, Ruth Johnson, Dorene Lassiter,
Peg McCanless, Jerry & Donna Noel, Kim
Pinkerton, June Starr, Al Tenty

(grieving) Sheila Ray and Family upon the
death of her step-father, Bob Rubush

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
NEW CLASSES BEGINNING IN FEBRUARY

Prayer 101

Have you ever pondered about your relation-

ship with God or have you ever felt that you

didn't know how to pray? During the season

of Lent, Pastor Seth will lead a series of

classes on the types and styles of prayer. Our

time together should help answer the ques-

tions:

x How do | pray?

x What type of prayer works for me?

x Who or what can | pray for?

X any other questions you might bring with
you

If you are interested please e-mail Pastor
Seth or use the Sunday bulletin Tear and
Share.

Dates: Feb 28'™ — April 3™

When: Tuesdays from 6:30pm-8:00pm
Where we will meet with be determined by
the size of the class.

Making Sense of the Cross

The heart of the cross is an element of mys-
tery that can't be resolved either easily or en-
tirely. Making Sense of the Cross gives you
the opportunity to ‘listen in' on a conversation
with two people having an open and candid
conversation and discussion about the cross.
One of the voices knows a little more and as-
sumes the role of teacher or coach, someone
who has had the time and opportunity to
study the faith in some depth. The second
voice assumes the role of someone who is cu-
rious and knows a little bit about the faith but
brings a lot of questions.

This class will be led by Pastor Webb and will
meet in the Fellowship Hall during Sunday
school hour for 7 weeks from February 19
through April 1. Please use the Sunday bulle-
tin Tear & Share to sign up. The cost of the
student books are $12.00 each. Donations to
cover the cost of the books are appreciated.



LAY MINISTRY HAPPENINGS

The congregation is invited to join Lay
Ministers for a program on Alzheimer's
Disease provided by Larry Reeves from the
WNC Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association
on Monday, February 13. The program will
provide information on the stages of
Alzheimer's dementia and other significant
information on this illness. Larry will be very
glad to answer questions that anyone may
have. All members of St. Mark's are invited to
the program and may bring a covered dish to
participate in the covered dish supper at
5:30pm or come at 6:00pm for just the
program. A sign-up sheet is posted
downstairs on the Sign Up Central bulletin
board just across from the elevator.

Shepherds met January 9 to begin planning
for a Lay Ministry Equipping Seminar to
prepare new Lay Ministers and to refresh/
renew our current Lay Ministers. Anyone who
is interested in the Equipping Seminar and
becoming a Lay Minister can contact Anne
Sites (e-mail sites121@aol.com) or Judy
Taylor (e-mail jataylor70@aol.com). The
seminar will be planned for late March. Lay
Ministers are caring supportive people who
help the pastors meet the needs of our
people. Would you consider helping us share
God's love by praying for and by being
available to someone to share difficult times
and happy times, providing communion if
needed for those who are home bound,
contacting that person or persons at least
monthly, and being a Christian example? The
relationship between a Lay Minister and his or
her flock (assigned persons) can be
challenging, but also rewarding and can
become a caring two-way relationship.

Contact Stats for December

Face to face: 69

Telephone: 51

Mail: 92

Visits (home, hospital, nursing home): 25
Communion: 10

Meals: 2

Total contacts: 249

Anne Sites & Judy Taylor
Program Coordinators

NEWSFROM THE
WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM

During Advent, we had communion by
intinction at the 11:00 services. As a result of
a survey that was included in MARKings on
December 11 and December 18, the Worship
& Music Team has decided to return to
kneeling, bread and individual cups for the
11:00 communion. This is what the large
majority of those who completed the survey
favored.

SPECIAL CROSS+WIRED
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5—10:00am

After considering recommendations from the
Evangelism Team and input from the Worship
& Music Team leaders, the Council has given
their support to a special Cross+ Wired service
on Sunday, February 5 at 10:00am. The
service will be in the fellowship hall and there
will be no Sunday school that Sunday - to
allow teachers, children, and youth to attend
the contemporary service.

The motivation/desire is to expose more of
our members to this new worship experience
and then ask them to help invite their friends,
co-workers, and neighbors to future

Cross+ Wired services.

We look forward to this special day and pray
that you will support Cross+ Wired by
volunteering or attending the service.

ASH WEDNESDAY
BEGINSLENT

Our annual Lenten journey

begins on Ash Wednesday,

February 22. We will have

services of Holy Communion

including the Imposition of Ashes at Noon and
7pm.

Midweek Lenten suppers and services will
begin the following Wednesday.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 OFFICECLOSED | 4
9:00 Property Workday
6:00 Bells 5:30 Band Practice 6:00 Young Adults
7:00 Choir Dinner @ Avenue M
5 EPIPHANYS5 6 7 8 9 10 OFFICECLOSED | 11
8:30 Communion 9:00 Quilters 9:00 Property Workday | 9:00 Symphony Guild 10:30 MS Support
10:00 Cross+Wired 1:30 Book Study 10:00 Lydia Wormen Group
11:00 Communion 10:00 Retired Pastors
12:30 Youth 12:00 Healing Service 6:30 Benevolent
7:00 Choir
12 EPIPHANY 6 13 14 15 16 17 OFFICECLOSED | 18
8:30 Communion 9:00 Quilters 9:00 Property Workday 7:30 LMM @ Denny's
9:45 Sunday School 1:30 Book Study
11:00 Communion
12:30 Youth
5:00 Youth Show 5:30 Lay Ministry Pot- 6:00 Bells 5:30 Band Practice 6:00 Shelter Meal
5:00 Moravian Service Luck & Speaker 7:00 Choir
19 TRANSHGURATION | 20 21 22 23 24 OFFICECLOSED | 25
8:30 Communion 9:00 Quilters
9:45 Sunday School 1:30 Book Study
11:00 Communion 9:00 Property Workday
12:00 Service
5:00 Cross+H\Wred 6:00 Pancake Supper
6:30 Prayer Class 7:00 Service
26 LENT1 27 28 29
8:30 Communion 9:00 Quiters 9:00 Property Workday Non-Church related activitiesareinitalics.
9:45 Sunday School 1:30 Book Study NA: Every Wed. & Fri. 8:00-9:30pm (FH)
11:00 Communion 5:30 Bells Kiwanis: every Tues. Noon-1:30pm (FH)
5:00Mmn. AreaChild& | 6:00 Supper Asheville Symphony Chorus: Tuesdays 7-9pm (FH)
5:00 Youth Show Snow Family Center 7:00 Service
Date 6:30 Prayer Class 7:45 Choir




FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

COMMUNION
NURSERY ACOLYTES, ASSISTANTS &
DATE ATTENDANTS CRUCIFERS, ETC. LAY READERS GREETERS S?ﬁléTTlé\lR% USHERS ALTAR GUILD
830 830 830 830 830 830
A Nicholas Dudde Connie Chaplin Debbie Layne AM: Bonnie Richards Rich Forkey Susan Morgan
Ay Zellers Albert Morgan
_ 11:00
5 8D 11:00 11:00 11:00 ety Gindi Friod
A Emma DeBold Ann Johnson Chuck Kopp 11:00 ; Shanna Webb
C: Katherine Webb Bob Mihara AM: Laurian Mapp Bill Hygon Courtney Cinnamon
CA: Natalie Haynes Ken Kindiey
Christian Engelhardt
830 830 830 830 830 830
A Julia Rhodes Sheila Ray Betty Broitzman AM: Connie Chaplin Paul Lodato Ay Zellers
Martha Price Tom Mock
12 Michele Kopp 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00
A Zachary Hutson Chuck Kopp Ronnie Shoe AM: Jessica Gbson Sheryll Garfola Susan Van Tassel
C: Evan Kelling Dot Holzworth CA: Chuck Kopp Eric Van Tassel Karen Puthoff
Richard Taylor Paula Whitener
Ronnie Shoe
830 830 830 830 830 830
A Wolfie Layne Judy Taylor Bud & Connie Koiner | AM: Ay Zellers Ken Clark Debbie Layne
Wolfie Otto
11:00
19 Jill Hutson 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 Jeff Hutson 11:00
A Henry Dixon Eileen Cram Nate Mueller AM: Blake Crownover | Patrick Foley Janine Webb
C: Andrew Webb Marian Bradley CA: Vickie Hauser Scott Hausman Paula Lindsay
Andrew Davis Michelle Foley
830 830 830 830 830 830
A Madeline Hirsch Bonnie Richards Wolfie & Carolyn Otto | AME: Bonnie Richards Pat Patton Jerry & Sheila Ray
Jerry Ray
11:00
26 TBD 11:00 11:00 Stan Webb 11:00 11:00 11:00
A: Anna Hibbert Susan Van Tassel Diane Lawson AM: Beth Korb Alice Silver Millie Hollar
C:. Serra Kindley CA: Jackie Harron Jason Dixon Anne Sites
Dave Epley Jackie Harron

David Penland




ST. MARK'S
WOMEN of the ELCA

The 2012 theme for the world-wide Women
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America will be SISTERS CELEBRATE—
RENEW —RESPOND—REJOI CE.

The Lydia Expression will meet on
Wednesday, February 8 at 10:00am in the
church library. Susan Morgan will be the
hostess. Connie Koiner will lead the group
through a Lenten Reflection entitled “Looking
Into the Mirror.” There will be a Board
meeting immediately following the regular
meeting.

A SNOW REMINDER—If the schools in
Asheville and/or Buncombe County are closed
due to inclement weather the Lydia
Expression will not meet.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN WOMEN OF THE ELCA
will sponsor a one-day retreat “Renew Your
Spirit, Respond with Love, Rejoice in the
Lord.” It will be held Saturday, February 18
at Nativity Lutheran Church, Arden,
beginning at 9:30am and ending at 3:00pm
with lunch included. The cost will be $8.00. If
you would like to carpool contact Susan
Morgan, 1-828-668-4176. The deadline for
reservations is February 7.

~ LUTHERAN MEN

IN MISSION

The February Men's Fellowship
gathering will be at Denny's
Restaurant on Patton Avenue at
7:30am, Saturday, February
18. After ordering breakfast, a business
meeting will be held.

The Bible study will be a continuation of the
theme of healing family relationships. The
Bible passage is Matthew 18:21-35—"Called
to Reconcile---the Unmerciful Servant.”

All men of St. Mark's are invited to attend.

RE:ACTION—
ST. MARK'SCHRISTIAN ACT ION

Giving Tree Animals—St. Mark's ordered a
bunch of farm animals from ELCA World
Hunger to provide income and food for people
throughout the world who are barely making
it. The following were purchased with
donations made through our Christmas Giving
Tree.

2 alpacas, 2 flocks of ducks, 4 pigs,

5 flocks of chicks, and 4 goats

What great Christmas presents! Thank you
for your generous gifts.

Toothsavers—We have a tradition at St.
Mark's during Lent that helps us focus on
others. It's called “Toothsavers.”

Part of ABCCM's Medical Ministry is the Dental
Clinic where indigents can receive tooth care.
Unfortunately, that usually means the
extraction of the tooth! St. Mark's started the
Toothsaver project in response to that fact.
We are the only church in the Asheville area
that assembles kits consisting of a
toothbrush, toothpaste and floss to give to
the patients who attend the clinic. Maybe we
can save some teeth!

During Lent, please bring items for the kits. A
table will be in the Commons to receive your
donations. Your generous offerings during the
Wednesday Lenten services will also be used
to purchase more items. Let's save some
teeth!

VACAT ION BIBLE SCHOOL

Attention parents, teachers, and interested
members! This year's VBS will be Sunday,
June 17 through Thursday, June 21. Save the
dates on your calendar so that your children
can attend.

You are welcome to attend a free VBS
workshop sponsored by Family Christian
Store at Beverly Hills Baptist Church, 777
Tunnel Rd. on Saturday, February 4 at
9:30am. Several Christian Education Team
members are planning to go. Parents,
prospective teachers and others are also
invited.



THRIVENT CONGREGATIONAL TEAM NEWS

Debbie Layne Lutheran Habitat House—Debbie Layne and her son, Wolfie, moved into their
Habitat home in the Enka Hills subdivision in December. On January 8 we celebrated that event
with a “Passing of the Keys Ceremony” led by Pastor Seth at both Sunday services. In the
afternoon an open house was attended by about 40 St. Mark's members. Sincere thanks are
offered by the Layne family and our Thrivent Team to the volunteers who helped retrofit this
house, led by our Habitat Champion Jerry Ray, who functioned as a Volunteer Supervisor for
this project. Thanks are also given to the Thrivent Central Blue Ridge Chapter and those who
contributed towards the cost of materials used, including new carpeting. The work provided by
Jerry and volunteers saved us about $1,000 which has been rolled over as a credit towards our
2012 Thrivent Builds budget. As Debbie has indicated: “This is a dream come true.” Indeed this
is a dream come true for St. Mark's, as this is the first Lutheran family to receive a house since
the start of Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity 28 years ago.

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity 2012—The construction of a Thrivent Builds
Lutheran Habitat House will begin in March. Parris Finley and her two children will be our
partner family. Below is a schedule of events related to this build for the month of March. Jerry
Ray, our Habitat Champion, will be posting the Volunteer Builds Schedule on the Sign Up
Central bulletin board. At least 50% of the volunteers must be Lutherans and 25% must be
Thrivent members. St. Mark's is committed to raising $3,400 for this build. Over $1,500 has
already been raised via rollover credits from 2011 and monthly gifts from several members of
our congregation. If you wish to donate to this outreach ministry, make your checks out to
THRIVENT BUILDS and indicate St. Mark's on the memo line. All contributions are tax
deductible. If you have any questions, please contact Ed Hauser, Chapter Builds Specialist at
236-1992.

Here are some special dates related to this build:

x March 11—The Finley Partner Family will be at both Sunday services and the Thrivent Team
Potluck lunch

x March 13—The build begins at the Carney Place Habitat subdivision of West Asheville

x March 16—The Wall Raising Ceremony takes place at Noon. It is open to all Lutherans.
Come, enjoy and experience the vision of a new affordable house being built. The Thrivent
Financial Associates will present a check in the amount of $86,000, representing the gifts of
the Chapter and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. This covers 65% of the cost of the build
and Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity is responsible for the remainder. Nathan Mueller,
Thrivent Financial Associate and a member of our congregation, will be one of the
presenters. Also, a 10% tithe ($13,000) from the cost of this build is provided to Habitat for
Humanity International to build at least two houses overseas.

x March 17—St. Mark's is responsible for providing lunch for a group of 15 volunteers and
staff. There will be a sign-up sheet for members to provide food and drinks. Perhaps a St.
Mark's group or team could adopt this as an activity project.

Thrivent Congregational Team Potluck Lunch—Mark March 11" on your calendar for this
event which is open to all members of the congregation. As indicated above, Parris Finley and
children, our Habitat Partner Family, will be our special guests. The details regarding the
educational program will be given next month.

10



WANT ED: Allies for

ABCCM'’s new Circles
Campaign!

Are you committed to making

our community a better place,
one person at time?

Are you interested in joining Circles, a
community working to end poverty?

Asheville Buncombe Community Christian
Ministry has received a Department of Labor
grant to test a new way of helping young
parents 16-24 work their way out of

poverty. We are currently recruiting
volunteers to serve in various capacities, such
as being a part of our Guiding Coalition that
sets the direction and culture of this program,
as well as resource persons (such as meals
for our weekly community meetings) and
allies.

Circles is a high impact strategy that
empowers people to permanently transition
out of poverty while simultaneously changing
a community's mind-set, policies and
approach to this significant problem.

At this time we are particularly needing to
bring on as many allies as we can. Each Circle
Leader forms a relationship with two to three
allies as he/she/they work their way out of
poverty.

What must | do to become an ally?

x Meet with ABCCM staff for an interview

x Attend Bridges Out of Poverty Training and
Ally 1 & 2 Training

The Circle Leaders (young parents we will be
working with) will make a commitment to end
their personal poverty. They will attend
Getting Ahead classes to teach them
strategies to do this. Your Circle will surround
them with support and encouragement, while
you, too, are surrounded with support to work
on some personal goals of your own. When
you join Circles, you are joining a community
who will be cheering you on, while you also
work together to eliminate barriers to ending
poverty.

We set up interviews with potential allies or
other volunteers just to see if this is really

11

something that you would enjoy doing. It
takes commitment, but is very rewarding for
all involved. We also need faith communities
to commit to providing a meal for participants
once or twice during the year.

This is not a religious program, but a
community program to bring people together
to fight poverty one family and one
community at a time. More info is available at
circlescampaign.org.

If you want more information or have
questions, please contact:

Rachael R. Bliss,

Americorps/VISTA Volunteer

Our Circle Campaign/Young Parents Program
Asheville Buncombe Community Christian
Ministry, Phone: (828) 239-1115

HEALING SERVICE

The next Healing Service will

be held Wednesday, February

8 at Noon. All are welcome to

participate in this service focusing on healing
of the mind, body and spirit.

YOUNG ADULT SGATHERING

All young adults are invited to gather for
dinner at Avenue M Restaurant (791
Merrimon Ave.) on Saturday, February 4 at
6:00pm. Please use the Sunday bulletin Tear
& Share or e-mail Mary Schreck at
mary.schreckO6 @gmail.com to let us know if
you plan to attend.

COLUMBARIUM NICHES

Col-um-bar-i-um: a structure of vaults lined
with recesses for cinerary urns. Have you
visited our lovely Columbarium downstairs
near the Brides' Room? Numerous niches are
available for purchase. For details, contact
Amy Zellers at AmyZellers@gmail.com or by
phone at 645-7653, or any member of the
Columbarium Board: Connie Chaplin, Dot
Holzworth, Ed Lassiter, Jerry Ray or Georg
Pilz.




S. Mark's Lutheran Church
PO Box 8608
Asheville NC 28814

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. MARK’'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
10 N. Liberty Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Mail: P.O. Box 8608, Asheville, NC 28814
Phone: 828-253-0043 Fax: 828-252-1181
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@bellsouth.net
Website: www.stmarkslutheran.net

STAFF:

Pastors: The Reverend Christopher Webhb
The Reverend Seth Gibson
Cantor: Frankie Ann Weinberger
Parish Administrator: Bonnie Richards
Custodian: Eileen Cram

Church Office Hours:
Mon.-Thur. 8:30 a.m.B 5:30 p.m.
Closed Friday

Non-Profit Organization
United Sates Postage
PAID
Asheville NC
Permit No. 121

OUR MISSION:
Joyfully living and proclaiming
God's grace through Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION:
Serving all people in
Worship, Outreach,

Learning and Fellowship
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