SUNDAYS IN
JANUARY

January 1

The Name of Jesus

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 5:00 Cross+ Wired
Service

January 8

Baptism of Our Lord

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 9:45 Sunday School

X 12:30 Youth

January 15

Epiphany 2

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 9:45 Sunday School

X 12:30 Youth

X 5:00 Cross+ Wired
Service

January 22

Epiphany 3

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 9:45 Sunday School

January 29

Epiphany 4

X 8:30 & 11:00 Holy
Communion

X 9:45 Sunday School

REMARKS

JANUARY 2012

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Asheville, NC

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHTS

Each month throughout 2012, we will shine a spotlight on a
particular ministry team or group, highlighting their mission and
upcoming activities. This month we will focus on...

EVANGELISM & HOSPITALITY

The Evangelism & Hospitality Ministry Team is a Standing
Committee as stated in St. Mark’s Constitution. The By-Laws
state that “The Evangelism and Hospitality Ministry Team shall
lead the congregation in its efforts to bring Christ to the
unchurched, to bring inactive members into renewed
commitment, to welcome visitors, and provide a process for them
to become members. The team shall provide appropriate
materials throughout the church year to stimulate outreach and
hospitality.”

The Evangelism & Hospitality Team is actively involved in the
following ways:

x by sponsoring 3 or 4 New Member Classes each year and
providing receptions to welcome our new members on the
Sundays they are received.

x by providing Greeters to welcome visitors and guests at
Sunday services—thanks to the efforts of Greeter Scheduler,
Harriet Miseyko.

x by providing daily devotional booklets for members’ use.

x by providing funds for the pastors to use when meeting with
prospective new members over a meal or coffee.

x by posting members’ photos on the bulletin board in the
Commons

x by sponsoring the production of member pictorial directories.
(A new one will be coming this fall.)

If you are interested in joining this
team, please contact Jill Hutson,
Team Chair (251-5534).

Next month’s team highlight will be Youth.



COUNCIL CORNER

Happy New Year from your Congregation
Council! We all hope everyone had a fantastic
time with family and friends over Christmas
and are looking forward to a healthy and
prosperous New Year. We would like to thank
everyone who came out to the congregational
meeting last month. We had an excellent turn
out at our new time and appreciate everyone
who attended to elect new leaders and
discuss the budget for the upcoming year.
The results of the elections are as follows:

x Congregation Council: Ken Clark,
Roseanne Doane, Gloria Fritch, Scott
Hausman, Kevin Kopp, Mary Schreck

x Benevolent Foundation Board of Trustees:
Bob Mihara, Sharon Tenty

x Representatives to 2012 Synod Assembly:
Henry & Judy McKay

Thank you to all of our new leaders, we are
looking forward to working with all of you.

The 2012 budget was passed by unanimous
vote after much discussion. Due to the
economic downturn, the overall budget was
reduced by 12% from 2011. This includes
significant cuts in staff salaries and selected
other line items, and closure of the church
office on Fridays.

On a personal note, | would like to thank
everyone for the hard work and support while
| was President of Council. We have many
exciting things happening at St. Mark's and |
look forward to another great year of ministry
and fellowship.

Nate Mueller
Council President

ANNUAL REPORT S

It's that time again! Ministry Team leaders
are reminded to turn in their Annual Reports
to the office by February 1. The preferred
format is by MS Word e-mail attachment or
on a disk. Don't be concerned with formatting
your text as it will be adjusted to fit in with
the entire report. If you have questions,
please call Bonnie Richards.

SIMPLY GIVING

It's not too late to enroll in the Simply Giving
program to have your regular offerings
directly debited from your bank account.
Enrollment may take place at any time
throughout the year.

If you would like to learn more about this
simple, convenient program, please contact
Bonnie in the church office.

ALL-TEAM NIGHT

The next All-Team Night will be held Monday,
January 9 beginning at 6:30pm. Ministry
Teams are encouraged to meet.

PARISH RECORDS

DECEMBER 2011

LOSSES:

By death: Chamin Meadows, December 23;
Jane Pinkerton, December 24; Val Johnson,
December 25

FINANCIAL REPORT
NOVEMBER 2011

Operating Fund November YTD

Gifts received $31,531 $344,490

Expenditures $33,187 $365,464

Difference $(1,655) $(20,974)

Building/ Debt Reduction Fund
November

Gifts received $ 4,589

Amount needed $ 3,538

Difference $ 1,051

Loan balance 11/30/11 $463,033




To all the Office Angels and Holy Folders,
Thank you all so much for your help
throughout the year. You make my job a lot
easier and more enjoyable by your willingness
to help out when needed.

Bonnie Richards

LOST AND FOUND

Collections of oven mitts and plastic
containers have multiplied beyond our
storage capacity. Please check the kitchen
and claim yours!

ALZHEIMER'S PROGRAM

Lay Ministry invites the congregation to a
program on Alzheimer's Disease and related
information by Larry Reeves of the WNC
Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association on
February 13 at 5:30pm. The evening will
begin with a covered dish supper (please
bring a dish to share). You are welcome to
attend supper (bring a covered dish) or come
at 6:00 for the program and coffee.

(homebound members) Polly
Book, Herman & Edna Cole, Irene
Houg, Betty Johnson, Ruth
Johnson, Catheryn Kennerly, Jane
Maloy, Peggy McCanless, Dorothy
McKeel, Mildred Miller, Marjorie
Rector, June Starr, Pearl
Tompkins, Edith Wilde, John
Zeigler

(ill/recovering) Bill Badger, Polly Book, Linda
Lee Cosaboom, Ruth Johnson, Dorene
Lassiter, Peg McCanless, Jerry & Donna Noel,
Kim Pinkerton, Sarah Sawyer, Megan Smith,
June Starr, Al Tenty

(grieving) The Family & Friends of Chamin
Meadows; The Family & Friends of Jane
Pinkerton; The Family & Friends of Val
Johnson; David Puthoff, upon the death of
his mother, Alfrieda Puthoff; Shanna Webb
upon the death of her grandfather, Lee Ray
Biddix
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Jaya Penland
Natalie Haynes
Allison Hausman
Paige Hausman
Ronnie Shoe
Lesley Condon
Peg McCanless
0 Trey Doss
David Webb
11 Troy Goble
Sharon Ross
Angela Woehl
13 Ryan Hygon
14 Kirstin McKeel
Marilyn Wilson
20 Steve Doane
21 Alexandria Gilbert
22 Rachel Buie
24 Bud Rainey
25 Juliet Dixon
26 Evan Van Horne
27 Hildie Polasky
John Rauschenberger
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6 Dave & Cindy Muse
25 Marion & June Starr
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*@l If your birthday or anniversary is not on the
list and you would like it to be included,
‘"@; please call the church office.
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The Altar Flower chart for

2012 is posted in the

Commons. Please claim your

special date by writing your

name on the chart. Take one

of the envelopes by the chart

to make your payment. Cost is $21.50. Be
sure to specify what you want printed in the
bulletin and whether or not you want to take
the flowers after the 11:00 service that day.
If not, they will be taken to someone who is
ill or shut in.



FINANCIAL GOOD NEWS

During the month of December we received
some very generous gifts from a number of
members in support of the Operating Fund.
Although the final figures were not available
as of press time, we anticipate ending the
year in much better shape than we were in
November. Thank you to all who responded to
the appeal. God has truly blessed us through
your generosity.

NEW OFFICE HOURS

Effective January 1, the church office will be
open Monday through Thursday, 8:30am-
5:30pm. Due to the significant budget cuts
approved in the 2012 budget, the building will
effectively be closed on Fridays to help save
on energy bills.

If you have an emergency and need pastoral
assistance any time the office is closed,
please call Pastor Webb at 337-0313 or
Pastor Seth at 674-1101.

THE CHUCKLE CORNER

LUTHERAN MEN IN

MISSION

The St. Mark's Men's Fellowship
Gathering will be Saturday,
January 21 in the private room of
Denny's Restaurant on Patton Avenue. The
meeting will start at 7:30am with breakfast
fellowship, a business meeting and then a
Bible study. We will continue the series about
healing relationships with a passage from 2
Samuel 14:1-33. The meeting will end
promptly at 9:00am for those having other
Saturday duties. All men of St. Mark's are
welcome.

\

WOMEN of the ELCA

The Lydia Circle will meet on

Wednesday, January 11 at

10:00am in the church library.

Susan Morgan will be the program leader. Be
prepared for a nice surprise in this program.
Hostess for the meeting will be Hildie Polasky.

As a new year begins it is helpful to remind
everyone of the on-going projects of the
Lydia Expression. Please continue to save
aluminum tabs for the Ronald McDonald
House and Campbell soup products UPCs (bar
codes) for the Crossnore School.

A SNOW REMINDER. Yes, it may finally
snow in this area. If the schools in Asheville
and/or Buncombe County are closed due to
inclement weather the Lydia circle WILL NOT
meet.

CROSS+WIRED NOW OFFERED

TWICEA MONTH

The Worship & Music Team has decided to
expand the Cross+ Wired contemporary
service to the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month at 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. All
are welcome to attend this casual service of
contemporary music and communion. Visitors
are always welcome, so bring a friend!



LAY MINIST RY
NEWS

Our schedule for January
includes Shepherds meeting Monday, January
9 at 4:00pm. Shepherds will usually meet at
4:00 on the 2" Monday of the months that an
all LM meeting is not scheduled.

All Lay Ministers and Shepherds will have a
covered dish dinner meeting on February 13
at 5:30pm. Larry Reeves from the WNC
Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association will
present the program. All members of St.
Mark's are invited to bring a covered dish and
attend the program which will provide
information on the stages of Alzheimer's
dementia and other significant information on
this illness. Mr. Reeves will be very glad to
answer questions that anyone may have.
More information will be available and a sign-
up sheet will be posted on the Sign Up
Central bulletin board.

Planning for an equipping seminar to train
new Lay Ministers or refresh/renew our
current LM will begin in January. The Seminar
will be held in March. A date has not been
determined at this time. We hope you will
consider becoming a Lay Minister and if
invited to come to the seminar will say “yes”.
Our Lay Ministry is about pastoring or caring
for one another by giving one's self in
Christian love to a relationship in both good
and difficult times. We help extend what the
Pastors do, including visits, prayers, home
communion if appropriate, phone calls, and
notes.

We promise to: P— Pray by name for
members of our flock; A — Be available; C —
Contact on a regular basis; E—- Be a
Christian Example

Pastor Seth led a thought provoking
discussion on God's Power of Prayer at our
December meeting. He reminded us that we
live in God's Kingdom and work the faith and
bring God's Kingdom near. We receive God's
Covenant through baptism and are given
access to God's power and provisions. Prayer
leads to access to God's power in that he may
use us as a conduit for his plan. Sin is the
brokenness of our life while healing is the
wholeness.

Lutherans teach that through God we are
given our identity as a baptized child of God
and we are obedient through our acts of love
to God. If we have trouble being obedient, we
may need to step back to who we are
(baptized) and if still having trouble, step
back to God through the Bible.

Life changes if you ask these questions:
1) What is God saying?
2) What am | going to do about it?

Stats for November 2011

Face to face: 62 Telephone: 53
Visits (home, hospital, nursing home): 15
Communion: 4 Meal: 1

Total contacts: 135

Anne Sites and Judy Taylor, Coordinators

RE:ACT ION
ST. MARK'SCHRISTIAN ACT ION

Needed: Your Extra Linens

The ABCCM Steadfast House for homeless
women and children needs lightly used
towels, sheets and other linens. Perhaps after
Christmas you found some that you don't use
any more. Please place them in the basket
near the doors to the playground.

CHRIST MAS SHOE BOXES

Thank you to all who brought in Christmas
shoe boxes or financial gifts to support
Operation Christmas Child's mission to
provide Christmas gifts to needy children
around the world. This year we collected a
total of 42 boxes—4 more than last year.
Congratulations and thanks to Jill Hutson's
Sunday School class that brought in 14
boxes! St. Mark's had another successful
year. Let's keep up the good work.

Special thanks to Eileen Cram for setting up
the table and packing the boxes, and to Doug
Johnson for picking up and delivering the
boxes to the collection site at First Baptist
Church.



THRIVENT TEAM NEWS

St. Mark’s Lutheran Habitat House—
Debbie Layne and her son Wolfie moved into
their Habitat house located in the Enka Hills
Subdivision of West Asheville on December 3
with the help of about 15 St. Mark's
volunteers. This house was built in 2007 and
was vacated in 2010. It needed minor
repairs, power washing, painting, and some
landscaping. Habitat Champions Jerry Ray of
our congregation and Tom Houser of Nativity
Lutheran served as supervisors for this
project. St. Mark's raised all the needed funds
from individual donations and $500 from
Thrivent Choice Dollars. The supervisory work
of Jerry and Tom and use of pro bono
equipment allowed us to save $1,000 on this
project.

On January 8, 2012, we will have a Passing of
the Keys Ceremony at both Sunday services.
There will be an open house on that day from
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. All are invited to see the
Layne's new home. See the Sign Up Central
bulletin board for directions.

Thrivent Builds 2012 Habitat House—

As announced earlier, our Thrivent NC Central
Blue Ridge Chapter and Asheville Area Habitat
for Humanity have received a Thrivent Builds
Grant for 2012 which will be used to build a
Lutheran Habitat House in the West Asheville
Carney Place subdivision. The build will begin
on March 13 with an expected completion
date of May 19. Jerry Ray, our Habitat
Champion, will be posting the volunteer build
schedule which will list the daily tasks and
number of volunteers needed. St. Mark's will
need to raise about $2,600 towards the
$133,000 cost of this home as part of the
Chapter's 10% requirement. Thrivent Builds
provides 55% of the funding and Asheuville
Area Habitat contributes 35% of the costs,
including the purchase of the sublot and
installation of roads, sidewalks, and utilities.
If you wish to contribute, make your check
out to St. Mark's and indicate Thrivent Builds
on the memo line. If you have any questions
regarding this build, please contact Ed Hauser
at 236-1992.

Sincere thanks to all of our volunteers and
those who contributed toward our Thrivent

Builds 2011 and Layne Habitat houses.
Always remember our biblical readings and
beatitudes which tell us “whatever we do for
the least of our brethren, we do for God.”

Thrivent Chapter Officers for 2012—The
following St. Mark's members were installed
to the leadership board of the Central Blue
Ridge Chapter at its December 3, 2011
recognition banquet: Alice Silver (Vice-
president), Dan Cinnamon (Recorder), Fred
Waldkoetter (Financial Recorder), and Ed
Hauser (Habitat Builds Specialist). Pastor
Seth Gibson offered the Invocation and
Blessing. Nathan Mueller, Thrivent Financial
Associate, helped recognize Stuart Thorp as
he retires from his duties as a Financial
Representative after 25 years of service with
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Aid
Association for Lutherans. Ed Hauser was the
MC and received a Proclamation of
Appreciation for his coordinating work with
Habitat for Humanity.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
PROCEDURES

If bad weather is anticipated when services
are scheduled, please call the church office
for an announcement on the voicemail
system. A decision will be made by 7:30am
as to whether services will or will not be held.
If you hear the regular announcement after
7:30 and there is no mention of weather,
then services are being held as usual. We will
only change the announcement if services are
being cancelled. You can also check
WLOS.com for any cancellation
announcement. Keep in mind that WLOS only
allows us to announce cancellation, not if
services will be held.

As always, use your discretion about
venturing out. We want everyone to be safe.



YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Four of our youth and Pastor Webb will be
attending the Winter Celebration youth
retreat sponsored by the Virginia Synod
January 27-29 in Lynchburg.

Youth Show planning is underway. Mark
your calendars now for this year's
extravaganza—Sunday, February 12 at
5:00pm. Details will be in next month's
Re:Mark's.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Adult Sunday School Classes for 2011
Scott Hausman's class on The Cost of
Discipleship and Pastor Seth's class on
Covenant and Kingdom will resume January
8.

Sunday School for children and youth will
resume January 8 as well.

ASSISTING MINISTER
TRAINING

Anyone interested in learning more about
serving as an Assisting Minister is invited to
attend a training session on Sunday, January
29 after each service. Current Assisting
Ministers are encouraged to attend as well. If
you have questions or want more
information, please contact Bonnie Richards
in the church office.

THE NOISY BUCKET S
ARE COMING!

On Sunday, January 29 we'll pass the noisy
buckets during the children's sermon. Stay
tuned to find out what this special offering
will support. Be sure to start saving your
loose change and bring it with you to church
on the 29th!

GIFTSTO SHARE
The magi, "opening their
treasure chests ... offered Je-
sus gifts of gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh" (Matt.
2:11). Are you done opening
your gifts yet? You may be
done opening your Christmas gifts, but what
about your spiritual gifts, the unique combi-
nation of abilities that God has given you?

Some Christians have been taught that recog-
nizing their gifts and being able to talk about
how they use them is boasting. A lot of these
folks were encouraged to play down their
strengths and not call attention to them. But
when we@e been created in the image of
God, how can we not have a gift or two that
reflects who God is: sculptor, teacher, poet,
healer?

Brent was not sure how to serve God with his
passion for curling until he met some at-risk
youth who needed something to do and a
godly man to take an interest in their lives.
Cordelia®@ stroke made getting to church for
quilting group impossible. She missed being
with the quilters as they created gifts of
warmth and love for people in need. She
knew the need for quilts continued, so she cut
fabric squares for the quilts at home. He was
just a boy in the crowd following Jesus. When
it was time for lunch, his meager groceries—
five barley loaves and two fish—were given to
Jesus, blessed, and became enough to feed
5,000 people (John 6).

So what are you good at? What do you enjoy
doing? In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul reminds us
that there are a variety of gifts and services,
but the same Lord behind them all. Worship-
ers need altar guild members and musicians.
Teachers need plumbers, artists need nurses,
and carpenters need administrators.

Martin Luther@ theology of vocation was that
all honest work and use of your gifts glorifies
God. God blesses your own unique gifts and
uses them to touch and transform lives in Je-
sus@name. Really!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #26951.



' 26

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 NAMEOFJESUS |2 OFFICECLOSED | 3 4 5 6 OFFICE CLOSED 7
8:30 & 11:00 Communion 9:00 Property Workday
5:00 Cross+Wred
5:30 Audubon Society 6:00 Bells
Bd. 7:00 Choir
8 BAPTISMOFOUR | 9 10 11 12 13 OFFICECLOSED | 14
LORD 9:00 Quilters 9:00 Property Workday 10:30 MS Support
8:30 Communion 10:00 Lydia Wormen Group
9:45 Sunday Schoadl 1:00 Book Study 10:00 Retired Pastors
11:00 Communion
12:30 Youth 4:00 Shepherds 6:00 Bells 5:30 Band Practice
5:00 Moravian Service 6:30 All-Team Night 7:00 Choir 6:30 Council
15 EPIPHANY 2 16 OFFICECLOSED | 17 18 19 20 OFFICECLOSED | 21
8:30 Communion 1:00 Book Study 9:00 Quilters 9:00 Property Workday 7:30 LMM @ Denny's
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Cormmunion
12:30 Youth 4:45 Finance Team
5:00 Cross+Wired 6:00 Bells Shelter Meal
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 7:00 Choir
22 EPIPHANY 3 23 24 25 26 27 OFFICECLOSED | 28
8:30 Communion 9:00 Quilters 9:00 Property Workday
9:45 Sunday School 1:00 Book Study
11:00 Communion
YOUTH RETREAT
6:00 Bells
7:00 Chair
29 EPIPHANY 4 30 31
8:30 Communion 9:00 Quilters Non-Church related activitiesarein italics.
9:30 Assist. Min. training | 1:00 Book Study NA: Every Wed. & Fri. 8:00-9:30pm (FH)
9:45 Sunday School Kiwanis: every Tues. Noon-1:30pm (FH)
11:00 Communion Asheville Symphony Chorus: Tuesdays 7-9pm (FH)
12:00 Assist. Min.

training




JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

COMMUNION
NURSERY ACOLYTES, ASSISTANTS &
DATE ASSISTANT CRUCIFERS, ETC. LAY READERS GREETERS ASSISTING USHERS ALTAR GUILD
MINISTERS
830 830 830 830 830 830
A: Nicholas Dudde Diane Hughes George Miseyko AM: Tim Onen Rich Forkey Susan Morgan
Ay Zellers Albert Morgan
1 TBD 11:00 11:00
11:.00 11.00 11.00 11.00 Stan Webb, Bill Hygon | Shanna Webb
A: Henry Dixon Blake Cronnover Clara Onen AM: Jessica Gibson Ken Kindley Cindi Fridd
C: Katherine Webb Bob Mihara CA NA Christian Engelhardt Courtney Cinnamon
830 830 830 830 830 830
A: Julia Rhodes Margaret Aydelotte Martha Price AM: Bonnie Richards Paul Lodato Ay Zellers
Betty Broitzman Tom Mock
11:.00 11:00
8 TBD 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 Shenyll Garfola Susan Van Tassel
A Emma DeBold Al Seale Chuck Kopp AM: Karin Doss Eric Van Tassel Karen Puthoff
C: Meredith Crowell Ronnie Shoe CA: Jackie Harron Ronnie Shoe Paula Whitener
Richard Taylor
830 830 830 830 830 830
A Wolfie Layne Martha Price Bud & Connie Koiner AM: Connie Chaplin Ken Clark Debbie Layne
Wolfie Otto
11:00
15 TED 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 Jeff Hutson 11:00
A: Juliet Dixon Scott Hausman Nate Mueller AM: Blake Crownover | Andrew Davis Paula Lindsay
C: Andrew Webb Cindi Fridd CA: Susan Van Tassel | Scott Hausman Janine Webb
Patrick Foley
830 830 830 830 830 830
A Madeline Hirsch Mary Anne Allwein Wolfie & Carolyn Otto - | AM: Ay Zellers Jerry Ray Jerry & Sheila Ray
Pat Patton
11:00
22 TBD 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 Alice Silver 11:00
A Riley Kelling Laurian Mapp Stan Webb AM: Steve Doane Jason Dixon Millie Hollar
C: SerraKindley Diane Lawson CA: Anne Sites Dave Epley Anne Sites
David Penland Jackie Harron
830 830 830 830 830 830
A: Jamie Rhodes Ken Clark Mark & Gloria Fritch AM: Connie Chaplin Harry Eskritt Bob & Judy Taylor
Walter Hitch
29 TBD 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00
A Zachary Hutson Beth Korb Dan & Courtney AM: Dave Epley Alice Silver, Jeff Hutson | Bonnie Richards
C: Juliet Dixon Cinnamon CA: Eileen Cram Stan Webb Shenyll Garfola

Sheryll Garfola
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